
Dear Dad,  

 I am lucky to be the son of an immigrant from the Azores Islands, Portugal and grateful 
to have been raised on a dairy farm, and involved in 4-H and FFA.  I have always been inspired 
by your sad but incredible story of losing your mother at the age of three, living in poor 
conditions with your ten siblings, being moved temporarily to an orphanage, and living your 
mother's dream of someday getting her kids to the United States to provide them with more 
opportunity.  I admire that you held onto your dream of owning a small dairy and finally got a 
bank to lend you the money to start a dairy in 1996 in Washington state after being denied a 
loan multiple times.
      
 Your upbringing and the lessons you passed onto me are the basis for the young man I 
have grown to be.  Being raised on a dairy farm has given me a strong work ethic.  I am grateful 
for the tasks you gave me to feed calves, drive a tractor to push in the feed, even though I 
could barely reach the gas pedal, help dehorn heifers and dig trenches. I had it good compared 
to you who did everything by hand.  Even so, I know I sometimes spent more time arguing with 
my two brothers about who was going to feed the heifers water than it would have taken me 
to actually feed them myself.  As I grew older and was given more responsibility, I remember 
assisting you with minor surgeries, plowing fields in the summer, driving semi-trucks during 
harvest, repairing broken farm equipment, hauling cows to the auction yard, and milking cows 
with my brothers.  The respect I gained from you was tremendous and the language skills I 
learned from the Spanish-speaking men I worked with were invaluable.  Looking back, the 
experiences on the farm have shaped me into the driven, creative, caring and patient, and 
loving young man I am today.  Although I was expected to help on the dairy, you understood 
the importance of learning and strongly encouraged my academic pursuits above any others, 
and for that I am grateful.     

 4-H has been a big part of my life for the past 7 years and I have learned many invaluable 
lessons as a result of my involvement.  One of the most important to me is service.  I have 
become dedicated to serving my community and those in need.  When I delivered over 850 
pounds of food to the Othello Food Bank from the food drive that I organized this past fall, the 
satisfaction I felt was like no other feeling I have ever had.  4-H has taught me to always lend a 
helping hand and to always be kind in any situation.  When I return to the area after earning my 
degree, I plan on giving back to the 4-H program by helping our youth get involved and by 
supporting local kids at the fair and other 4H activities.  I have also learned the importance of 
being responsible because of the two dairy heifers you helped me select to raise and care for 
annually for my 4-H project.  You taught me the importance of caring for and spending time 
with my animals.  I also learned a certain kind of patience and kindness.  The skills I learned in 
4-H will serve me well this fall as I begin my undergraduate studies at California Polytechnic 
State University (Cal Poly) to pursue a bachelor's degree in BioResource and Agricultural 
Engineering.  This area of study will be beneficial when I return to Washington State to help you 
operate our family dairy farm.  I will bring with me a di�erent perspective on various areas of 
our industry, specifically in systems management support to help maximize production and 
earnings while doing the thing I love most - farming. I love you dad.  Thanks for showing me 
the ropes and for all the great learning opportunities you gave me and especially for following 
your dream of owning a dairy farm.


